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“EQUALITY OF RIGHTS UNDER THE LAW SHALL NOT BE DENIED O 
BY THE UNITED STATES OR BY ANY STATE ON ACCOUNT OF SEX.” 


Christmas 

: 

As we view these closing months of 1951, and look forward to the New Year, the people 
of the world are on the march toward greater individual freedom. — 


Progress has been made in many nations toward realizing full equality for men and women. 

. We earnestly hope that all women of our beloved country will unite in the New Year behind 
NY the Equal Rights Amendment, and bring to bear the moral force without which the struggles 
of mankind achieve little. Women of the Far East and the Middle Eastern Nations have thrown 
~ off the yoke of centuries of oppression and second class citizenship. 


If the women of the United States determine in this coming year to co-operate with their 
\ sisters throvighout the world in the struggle to advance human rights and freedom, the passage 
S of the Equal Rights Amendment will be assured. 


EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


~ “The Equal Rights Amendment seeks to preserve, strengthen, and to clarify 
government by Constitution. Any ideology, or system of government which 
destroys the rights of individuals is basically in opposition to the spirit of the 
Equal Rights Amendment because the amendment is an extension of individual 
rights and seeks to include citizens hitherto excluded from Constitutional 


protection.” 
ETHEL ERNEST MURRELL, 
National Chairman. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. : 

“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

“This amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introduced: 
In Senate, Jan. 8, 1951, by Senator Herbert R. O’Conor (D), Md., with 


27 co-sponsors (S.J.R. 3). 
In House, Feb. 2, 1951, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. Y., 
with 104 co-sponsors (H.J.R. 52). 
Reported: 


Favorably by Senate Judiciary Committee, May 21, 1951. 
Referred: 
To Judiciary Committee of both Houses at time of introduction. 
To House Sub-Judiciary Committee No. 2, May 10, 1951. 


United We Win 


1951 is drawing to a close. It has been a year of 
tension and international anxiety, but there has been 
progress in some spheres of human endeavor. 


We have carried the news in our columns of the ac- 
tions of the new stations of India and Israel, for ex- 
ample—ensuring equality to women, and erasing the 
stigma of second class citizenship from the women who 
compose at least half of their electorate. 

In Japan, Syria, and Turkey, in Greece, women 
have achieved a status that has been denied to them 
for centuries. They have used their new-found power 
to exert tremendous moral influence in local and na- 
tional elections. The women of these nations do not 
consider the right to vote a lightly held privilege, as 
many of our women do. They are exercising this right 
with all of the solemn thought and care that the citizens 


of the first republic used—when the right of citizen- 
ship was considered a sacred responsibilitly, as well 
as a precious gift. 


Many of us fail to realize that in the declining days 
of the great Athenian confederation, from whence the 
idea of rule by democracy sprung, the Athenian Senate 
levied heavy fines against citizens who failed to vote. 
They knew that government by a minority would fol- 
low in the wake of apathy—and their great leaders 
knew that this was the path back to dictatorship. 


By heroic efforts, our great women leaders, Susan 
B. Anthony, Alice Paul, and countless others of firm 
ideals, won for us the right to vote not quite three 
decades ago. They placed in our hands a mighty 
weapon to help fashion the sort of world for which 
mankind strives—an instrument that could strengthen 
home and family ties, raise our living standards, pre- 
serve our religious and political institutions, and clothe 
each individual human being with dignity and liberty. 


But, many of us do not realize the matchless value 
of the right to vote—still less the importance of using 
that right to open wide the doors to spiritual and 
material progress for women. We are told on every 
side today that women must bear their share of re- 
sponsibility in the difficult days ahead. They must 
bear it in the economic world at work, at home in the 
enrichment of family morals, and in making the politi- 
cal decisions that will ensure the safety of our nation. 
They must share in the burdens of civil defense, they 
may possibly be drafted to serve our nation in other 
capacities. 


They cannot do this, we believe, smothered with the 
weight of restrictive legislation, in a minority status, 
as second rate citizens, as they are today. 


Elsewhere in this issue is a short summary of a bill 
introduced in Congress to equalize the status of men 
and women physicians in the Armed forces. It is thus 
apparent, that at this late date, it takes an act of Con- 


gres to make a woman a full citizen in just this one 


regard. 


Both of our political parties have pledged again and 
again in their platforms to pass legislation to equalize 
the status of men and women under the Constitution. 
They have not kept their promise. Yet when candidates 
campaign for election, they are appealing to women 
citizens as well as men. Presumably, they desire the 
votes of women members of their electorates. Since 
they have hitherto refused to pass the Equal Rights 
Amendment, it seems consistent to say that they do not 
believe that women voters are capable of passing 
— judgment upon the issues before the elector- 
ates. 


1952 is a Presidential Year. It is an occasion when 
the women of the United States must make it clear, 
at the Conventions of both parties, that we expect them 
to keep their promise to pass the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment ,without the hedging of riders whose effect is to 
nullify equality. 


Women compose a little over one-half of the elec- 
torate of the United States. If we can unite, and see 
clearly that discriminations are the vestiges of an out- 
moded era, we can ensure the passage of the Amend- 
ment, and its submission to the States for ratification. 


As we enter the New Year, let us be firm in our 
resolve that every individual woman will do her part 
to win the support of HER Congressmen and Senators 
for the Amendment. History is watching us. Let us 
be certain that THIS YEAR WE SHALL NOT FAIL. 
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Activities of the National Chairman 


Meetings addressed by Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, 
National Chairman, during the last few months. 


Wyoming State Bar Association, Laramie, Wyoming, 
(Resolution endorsing ERA, resulted). 

American Bar Association, New York, N. Y. (Com- 
mittee appointed to study ERA, resulted). 


Organization meeting of Wyoming State Branch and 
the Laramie Branch. 


Jacques Chapter, D.A.R., Laramie, Wyoming. 

Radio address, Laramie, Wyoming. 

Virginia Society for Equal Rights, George Mason 
Hotel, Alexandria, Va. 


Nebraska Branch, National Woman’s Party, Hotel 
Rome, Omaha. 


Redland District Lions Club, Homestead, Florida. One 
of the largest and oldest Lions Clubs in the State, 
and its membership represents all sections from 
Perrine to Florida City. 


Business and Professional Women’s Club Dinner, Coral 
Gables, Fla. 


Soroptimist Club Birthday Dinner, Miami, Fla. 


Resolution unanimously adopted at the Wyoming State 
“yen Association annual meeting August, 1951, in 
ramie: 


WHEREAS: Wyoming was the first state in the Union to 
grant equality to women and is therefore known as the 
equality state, and 


WHEREAS: There is now pending before the Congress an 
amendment to the United States Constitution which reads: 
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account 

of sex.” 


WHEREAS: The best thought of this period in history call 
for the guarantee and administration of equal justice under 
the law regardless of sex, and 


WHEREAS: Equality of rights under the law is an estab- 
lished principle in such countries as New Zealand, Germany, 
Japan, Turkey, Israel and Cuba, and is stated in the Char- 
ter of the United Nations, and 


WHEREAS: The United States should be the leader and not 
the follower in all such matters, and 


WHEREAS: Courts of the United States have so interpreted 
the Constitution of the United States as to deny that equal- 
ity, and 

WHEREAS: The denial of equal rights to all United States 
citizens is an injustice not compatible with liberty, 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Wyoming State 
Bar Association, at its 1951 meeting in Laramie, endorses 
the above Equal Rights Amendment and calls for its imme- 
diate passage by the Congress of the United States. _ 


Mrs. Murrell, speaking before the Virginia Society 
For Equal Rights meeting in the George Mason Hotel, 
Alexandria, Virginia, Saturday, October 20, 1951, ad- 
monished Virginia women to defeat candidates for the 
General Assembly of Virginia who refuse to work for 
ratification of the suffrage amendment. She said: 


“American women cast half the votes in every local, 
state and national election. All over the world, political 
rights for women is a living issue. Yet today in Vir- 
ginia those gentlemen who solicit women’s votes have 
not the vision to ratify the 19th amendment which 
makes those votes possible. Women now are asking 
equality before the law, Virginia women chief among 
them. Part of Virginia’s Congressional delegation sup- 
ports this ideal of equality. Yet Virginia has not rati- 
fied the suffrage amendment to the United States 
Constitution. The members of the Virginia Assembly 
owe their positions to women as well as to men. One 


might think they would wish to express their gratitude 
as well as their approval of the feminine vote. They 
have not done so! From that I would assume they do 
not want women to vote for them. You should there- 
fore defeat any candidate who fails to support ratifi- 
cation of the amendment. 


“America’s strength is in her homes. Virginia 
women have a job right here. Cleanse your home state 
of hypocrisy. Insist upon ratification of suffrage and 
then we can work together toward equality before the 
law. The suffrage amendment and the Equal Rights 
Amendment are two objectives in our campaign to 
raise the status of women. As such they are important. 
Let us always remember that to raise the status of 
women is to raise the level of humanity. Any candidate 
who cannot grasp the fact that women vote, a fact 
which incidentally has been with us twenty years, is 
totally unfit to represent the new humanity in which 
woman is an equal partner.” 


Message of National Chairman to Ohio State 
Convention—October 6 and 7, 1951. 


October 3, 1951. 


To the Ohio Branch, National Woman’s Party, 
Delegates and Guests: 


Warmest greetings to you in Ohio on the occasion 
of this centennial celebration of the first equal rights 
convention in your state! 


We realize that such celebrations are significant only 
for the principle involved. As history, they are only 
history. But as they renew in us a deep appreciation 
of the courage and vision of these women a century 
ago, they spur our lagging footsteps and inspire us 
to a like determination that the state shall recognize 
the legal equality of men and women. 


Our immediate objective is the passage by Congress 
of the Equal Rights Amendment, and it is through 
work in the states that this may be realized. The pace 
and the policy may be set by your National Officers © 
and those in Washington, but the burden of the respon- 
sibility rests with each of you. That way means ulti- 
mate victory. 


My urgent message to you today is to work and work 
and work. Let everyone in your state know about the 
amendment. Increase your membership. Secure the 
support of every possible organization through their 
endorsement of the amendment. We now have the 
support of more than 30 national organizations. We 
ought to have a hundred at least. : 

Ohio has been in the forefront of this work, and its 
record is outstanding. Still I say, “Do more.” Remem- 
ber it takes a two-thirds vote of Congress to place the 
amendment before the voters for ratification, and 
three-fourths of the states must approve the measure 
in order that it shall become part of the Constitution. 

State Conventions such as yours highlight the work 
we are doing. In turn this brings in more members 
and more support. 

I extend to all of you my hearty congratulations and 
good wishes, and salute you with deep fraternal feeling. 


(Signed) Ethel Ernest Murrell, 
_ National Chairman. 
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ALABAMA 
Women ineligible for jury service. 
Father given preference for appoint- 
ment as guardian of children. 
- Employment of women in mines for- 
bidden. | 


ARIZONA 
Husband has principal control of com- 
munity property. 
Hours of labor of women limited. _ 
“ Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


ARKANSAS 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


CALIFORNIA 
Husband has principal control of com- 
munity property. 
Hours. of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


COLORADO 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 
Employment of women in mines for- 
bidden. 


CONNECTICUT 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Employment of women in bar rooms 
restricted. 


DELAWARE 

Hours of labor of women limited. 

Night work by women prohibited in 
certain industries. 


FLORIDA 
No important specific differences listed. 


GEORGIA 
Women ineligible for jury service. 
Father given preference as natural 

guardian of minor children. 


IDAHO 
Husband exercises principal control 
over community property. 
Preference to men in certain fiduciary 
appointments. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 


ILLINOIS 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 
Employment of women in mines or bar 
rooms prohibited. 


INDIANA 
Night work by women prohibited in 
certain occupations. 
Employment of women in mines pro- 
hibited. 
IOWA 
Employers must provide seats for 
women employees. 

Note: Although not specifically 
listed elsewhere because of their 
lesser importance, 45 states have 
similar laws. Florida’s law applies 
to both males and females. Illinois 
and Mississippi have no such law. 

KANSAS 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages for women author- 
ized. 


KENTUCKY 
Husband may obtain divorce on cer- 
tain grounds not available to wife. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


LOUISIANA 
Husband exercises principal control 
over community property. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


MAINE 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


MARYLAND 
Hours of labor of women limited. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Night work prohibited in certain in- 
dustries. 


MICHIGAN 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Employment of women in bar rooms 
= certain hazardous work prohib- 


MINNESOTA 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 
Employment of women in certain haz- 
ardous occupations forbidden. 


MISSISSIPPI 
Women ineligible for jury service. 


MISSOURI 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Employment of women in mines or 
cleaning or working between moving 
machinery forbidden. 


MONTANA 
Father given preference as guardian 
of estate of children. 


NEBRASKA 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Night work by women prohibited in 
certain industries. 


NEVADA 
Husband exercises principal control 
over community property. 
Men preferred in certain fiduciary ap- 
pointments. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Husband may obtain divorce on cer- 
tain grounds not available to wife. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


NEW JERSEY 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 
Night work by women prohibited in 
certain industries. 


NEW MEXICO 
Women not eligible for jury service. 
Husband exercises principal control 
over community property. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 


NEW YORK 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Night work by women prohibited in 
certain industries. 
Employment of women in minues and 


certain hazardous occupations for- 
bidden. 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Father given preference as guardian 
of children. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Hours of labor of women limited. 


Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


Legal Status of Women 


The following is a compilation of SELECTED EXAMPLES of state legislation which prescribes different treatment 
for men and women. These examples are taken from “The Book of the States, 1950-51” pp. 369-372 (The Legal Status 
of Women) and pp. 465-468 (State Labor Legislation for Women). 


OHIO 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 
Employment of women in mines, as 
bellhops, and in other specified occu- 
pations forbidden. 


OKLAHOMA 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


- OREGON 


— preferred as guardian of chil- 
ren. 

Hours of labor of women restricted. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 
Employment of women in mines, bar 
rooms, or dangerous occupations 
prohibited. 
RHODE ISLAND 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Women not eligible for jury service. 
Night work of women in certain indus- 
tries prohibited. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Men preferred in certain fiduciary ap- 
pointments. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


TENNESSEEB 
Women ineligible for jury service. 
Husband may obtain divorce on cer- 

tain grounds not available to wife. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 


TEXAS 
Women ineligible for jury service. 
Father preferred for. appointment as 
guardian of children. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 


UTAH 
Men preferred in certain fiduciary ap- 
pointments. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 


Employment of women in mines for- 
bidden. 


VERMONT 
Father preferred in appointment of 
guardian for children. 
Hours of labor for women limited. 


VIRGINIA 
Hours of labor for women limited. 
Employment of women in mines pro- 
hibited. 
WASHINGTON 
Husband exercises principal control of 
community property. 
Hours of labor for women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 
Employment of women in mines pro- 
hibited. 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Women ineligible for jury service. 


WISCONSIN 
Husband may obtain divorce on 
grounds not available to wife. 
Hours of labor for women limited. 
Minimum wages prescribed for women. 
Employment of women in mines pro- 
hibited. 
WYOMING. 
Hours of labor of women limited. 
Employment of women in mines pro 
hibited. 
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| Equality of Rights under the law 
pot. be denied or’ abridged 
Dyadic United States or by any state 


On account of sey 


STILL FIGHTING—Celebrating the 31st anniversary of women’s suffrage in the U. S. while campaigning for equal civil rights 
are these leaders of the National Woman's Party, meeting yesterday in Santa Monica. From left are Dean Mary Sinclair Crawford, 
chairman of national advisory council; Miss Elsie Hill, honorary national chairman of the party; Mrs. Mary Cadwalader Don- 
nally, 86-year-old Quaker of Santa Monica; Miss Edna V. Hoogner, member of Santa Monica committee, and Mrs. Jewell 


Fouch of Los Angeles. 


(Outlook Photo.) 


BAR UNIT TO STUDY EQUAL RIGHTS LAW 


Committee Ordered After Plea by Woman’s 
Party Head, Who Sees ‘Quite a Triumph’ 


The Bill of Rights committee of the American Bar 
Association has been appointed to study the Equal 
Rights Amendment. This is in line with a recom- 
mendation of the resolution committee made to the 
assembly at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

To the chairman of. the National Woman’s party, 
who argued the case for the amendment before the 
committee on Monday, it was “quite a triumph.” 
Emerging from the meeting, Mrs. Ethel Ernest Mur- 
rell, a Miami, Fla., lawyer, said: “We are extremely 
grateful. I feel sure that the committee chosen by 
the Bar Association will be fair and eager to ascertain 
all the facts.” 

No spokesman for the opposition to the amendment 
appeared before the committee, she added. 

In presenting his recommendation, the resolution 
committee chairman, Francis B. Upham Jr. of New 
York, asked that the special study be made “inasmuch 
as this amendment might have far-reaching effects in 
the states of which we are not informed.” 

The proposed Equal Rights Amendment, the subject 
of wide controversy among women’s groups for years 
and now pending in Congress, would remove laws that 
discriminate against women, even those that protect 
them. It reads in part: “Bquality of rights under the 
law shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any state on account of sex.’ 

Amendment Written by Austin 

Mrs. Murrell pointed out that the amendment was 
written by Warren R. Austin when he was a Senator. 

“It has been studied by some of the finest lawyers 
in the country, and favorably reported,” she declared. 
“IT am certain that upon studying it, the Bar Associa- 
tion will endorse it. We want the lawyers informed 
about it, then they will get behind it and help us get 
it passed. 

Assisting Mrs. Murrell in her argument that the 
denial of equal rights was “an injustice not compart- 
ible with liberty” was Judge Helen Elizabeth Brown 


of the Baltimore Housing Court. They pointed out 


that equality of rights under the law is an established 
principle in such countries as New Zealand, Germany, 
Japan, Turkey, Israel and Cuba. 

7 declared that 60,000,000 women, through their 


organizations, had endorsed the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. Since its sentiments are the same as those that 
are already law under the charter of the United Na- 
tions, its passage and adoption by the states, they held, 
would guarantee to American women the rights they 
already have won. 

Judge Brown pointed out that the Bogota treaty, 
granting civil rights to women of this hemisphere, was 
ratified by all the American republics except the United 
States. She added that nearly all the states had brought 
their laws up-to-date in line with the modern trend 
for equality, but that the amendment would make it 
mandatory. 

She also noted that “Communists make propaganda 
of the fact that we don’t have equal rights in this 
country,” adding: “We want to wipe out anything 
that helps their side.” 


Another Discrimination to Be Removed 


H.R. 4384, introduced in the Senate of the United 
States June 7, 1949, is an act to provide for the ap- — 
pointment of female doctors and specialists in the 
Medical Department of the Army. It reads in part 
as follows: 


“That all laws or parts of laws, which now or 
hereafter authorize appointment of male commis- 
sioned officers in each of the several corps of the 
Medical Service of the Regular Army, and the 
Reserve components thereof, or as medical, dental, 
veterinarian, and medical service officers in the 
Regular Air Force or in the Reserve components 
to include authority to appoint female personnel 
thereunder ... 

“and all laws and parts of laws now or hereafter 
applicable to make commissioned officers and for- 
mer male commissioned officers of each of the 
several corps of the medical Service of the Regu- 
lar Army, and the Reserve components thereof... 
shall be applicable to commissioned female offi- 
cers, etc. ... 


This act clearly shows the true status of the women 
of the United States under the Constitution. 

It is another vital reason why the EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT must be passed. 


ORGANIZE TODAY... FOR EQUAL RIGHTS TOMORROW 
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Tulsa Women Winners in Jury Battle 


The state supreme court decision that women be allowed to 
serve on Oklahoma juries concludes an eight-year battle waged 
by four Tulsa women lawyers. 

It was in 1943 that Dorothy Young, Norma Wheaton, Jewell 
Russell Mann and Mildred Brooks Fitch introduced the first bill 
requesting jury representation for women. 

“We've introduced it at every legislative session since,” said 
Miss Young, “but not until last May did it get voted out of com- 
mittee and passed by the senate.” 

The bill was approved by the governor May 16, but had to 
await judgment on its constitutionality by the supreme court. 

Two hundred members of the.Oklahoma Federation of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women helped push the bill through the 
senate judiciary committee last May, according to Miss Young. 

They were attending a convention in Oklahoma City at the 
time and visited the state legislature to talk to their representa- 
tives. 

Miss Young recalls that, through their influence, the bill was 
voted out of committee on a Friday and passed on the following 
Tuesday. 

The history-making opinion was written by Chief Justice Ben 
Arnold, who held the legislature had the power to set general 
qualifications of jurors. 

Thus, it is pointed out, the legislature not only can specify 
jurors must be voters, but they may be women as well as men. 

By this action, women may be called for jury duty early in 
1952. 


Wisconsin 


The Sheboygan, Wisconsin Business and Professional Wom- 
en’s Club observed National Business Women’s Week in Septem- 
ber, and spearheaded their drive for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment by designating Sept. 27 as “Equal Rights Day”. 

The members of the Club sent a letter to their Congressman, 
William K. Van Pelt, asking him to vote favorably on HJRes 52 
rejecting any amendments to the wording as it now stands. We 
quote several paragraphs of their letter: 

“The greatly increased need for women in all phases of the 
defense effort makes more than ever necessary their recogni- 
tion as full citizens and partners in the job. According to a 
recent population analysis, approximately 30 per cent of the 
nation’s workers were women. As of March, one-third of all 
the women of working age were in the labor force, totaling 
18,946,000. 

“We believe that one of the greatest contributions to the 
women of the USA would be the passage of the Equal Rights 


Amendment. Your help in this matter would be deeply i 


appreciated.” 


Delaware 


On Wednesday, Oct. 17, the Delaware Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party elected the following officers: State Chairman, 
Mrs. Lillian V. Hulse; Secretary, Miss Stricker; Treasurer, 
Mrs. Madeleine Brice. Mrs. Hulse was the former State Chair- 
man of the Business and Professional Women’s Organization 
of Delaware. 


Thank You Senator O’Conor 


for arranging for the printing of the latest edition of “Questions 

and Answers”, known as Senate Document No. 74. This 

pamphlet on the Equal Rights Amendment was prepared by 

Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, our National Chairman. They may 

= 0 gi from Headquarters at 15 cents a copy or $12.00 a 
un 


Nehru Pushes Bill 
Granting Women Rights 


NEW DELHI, India.—Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru an- 
nounced in Parliament today, to storms of applause, that his 
government will go forward with a highly controversial bill to 
enact revolutionary changes in the 5000-year-old Hindu laws. 

Stormy debate began at once on the bill, which would confer 
personal property rights on 160 million women—including the 
right to sue for divorce. Up to now, such a thing has been 
unthinkable in the Hindu religion, which makes marriage bind- 
ing on the wife for her lifetime. 

The bill also would write monogamy into the law. Although 
polygamy has been almost non-existent in Hindu society in re- 
cent years, there have been scandals about the numerous wives 
of some wealthy men, including pensioned princes whose states 
have been incorporated in the Republic of India. 


In Administration It’s a Man’s World 


SAN FRANCISCO.—Although four of every five teachers in 
the nation’s classrooms are women, they have made little 
or no progress in the administrative field in the last fifty 
years. To add insult to injury, school superintendents—mostly 
men, of course—believe the present distribution of administra- 
tive jobs between men and women is just about right. 

This discouraging (for women) information was made public 
at the annual convention of the National Education Association, 
in a report by the National Council of Administrative Women 
in Education, an affiliate of the N. E. A. 

The council’s survey on the status of women in education 
found that in some cases women are not better off in the admin- 
istrative field than they were in 1900. At the beginning of the 
century, for example, only two state superintendents of educa- 
tion were women; today there are five. Fifty years ago 7.5 
per cent of the public high school principals were women; today 
only 7.9 per cent ore women. 


Progress in Elementary Field 


The practice of employing men as administrators is not 
confined to city school systems. A check of county superin- 
tendents and other superintendents of rural schools shows that 
only 36 per cent of the 19,387 administrative positions available 
in the rural school systems are held by women. 

Women have made the most progress as elementary school 
principals. In cities ranging from 30,000 to 100,000 population, 
62 per cent of the elementary school principals are women. In 
cities above 100,000 population, about 50 per cent of the elemen- 
tary school principals ore women. 


“Unable to Enforce Discipline” 


But in the junior high schools the principalships are held 
mostly by men—in the smaller cities up to 95 per cent of junior 
high schools are headed by men. 

Said Kathryn E. Steinmetz, president of the National Council 
and district superintendent of schools in Chicago: 

“The council has not sought headlines, marched with placards 
or branded school systems as unfair. Emphasis has been on 
implementing its purposes. However, there is a time for men 
and women to consider whether the highest school positions are 
open to all who are competent.” 


ALVA BELMONT HOUSE 
| on Capitol Hill 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Friends of members of the National Woman’s 
Party have the privilege of staying at Head- 
quarters when in Washington. 


zine, EQUAL RIGHTS. 


WE SUGGEST A FORM OF BEQUEST ae 


| give and bequeath to the National Woman’‘s Party, a corporation of Washington, D. C., 
, and I direct that the said organization use this bequest for the publication of its maga- 


sum of 
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For 21 years weathering all competition. It still remains America’s top flight nail and 
hand cream. 


It has no equal for conquering hang nails, hardened cuticle, and peeling, chipping 
nails caused from use of high lustre polish. 


Use it for burns, tired, aching, burning, calloused feet. 
Use Brit-Tex for removing old lipstick and use it before applying fresh lipstick. Leaves 
the lip soft and lovely. It has many healing agents. 


THOMAS PRODUCTS, INC. 
45 No. Division St. 
Buffalo, New York. 


XMAS GREETINGS from 
PARKS & HULL AUTOMOTIVE CORP. 
1033 Cathedral Street, Baltimore 1, Md. 
Central distributors of automotive merchandise for 


Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia and West Virginia. 


ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 
REAL ESTATE — Al. 0078 


JOANNA M. BARRY 
ALL THREE ARE SYNONYMOUS 


Incorporated 
DISTINCTIVE JEWELS 
Ten Twenty-One Connecticut Avenue, Washington 6, D. C. 


For Printing THAT IS Distinctive 
CALL NATIONAL 1558 


ACME PRINTING CO., INC. 
708 18th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


SENATE MARKET 


148 “C” Street, N. E. 
FROZEN FOODS -:- GROCERIES -;- MEATS -:- VEGETABLES -:- FRUITS 


In Memoriam 


Miss Cora A. Week, an artist and a former leader in 
the women’s suffrage movement, died in October in her 
home at 4686 Waldo Avenue, Riverdale, the Bronx, after 
a long illness. Her age was 89. 

She studied art in Europe and had exhibited paintings 
in Paris, London and New York. Born in Stevens Point, 
Wis., she was the daughter of John and Gunhild 
Lurus Week. 


STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS 
AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 
(Title 39, United States Code, Section 233) SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION OF EQUAL RIGHTS, published 


bi-monthly at Washington, D. C., for November-December, 1951. 

1 names and addresses of the publisher, editor, managing editor, and 
business managers are: 

Publisher, ‘ewe Woman’s Party, 144 Constitution Avenue, N. E., 
Washington, D. 

Editor, Mrs. Vicetnie Freedom, 1031 St. Paul Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Business manager, G. Ogle, 144 Constitution Avenue, Washington 2, 


The owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name and address must 
rE stated and also immediately thereunder the names and addresses of stock- 
holders owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount of stock. If not 
owned by a corporation, the names and addresses of the individual owners 
must be given. If owned by a partnership or other unincorporated firm, its 
name and address, as well as that of each individual member, must be given.) 

National Chairman, Ethel Ernest Murrell, Fla.; lst Vice Chairman, Emma 
Guffey Miller, Pa.; 2nd Vice Chairman, Helen Hunt West, Fla.; 3rd Vice 
Chairman, Betty Gram Swing, Conn.; 4th Vice Chairman, Pearl M. Sayre, 
es 5th Vice Chairman, Mamie Sydney Mizen, Wyo. 

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning 
or holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities are: (If there are none, so state.). There are none. 

4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where the stockholder or security 
holder appears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any other 
fiduciary relation, the name of the person or corporation for whom such trus- 
tee is acting; also the statements in the two paragraphs show the affiant’s full 
knowledge and belief as to the circumstances and conditions under which 
stockholders and security holders who do not appear upon the books of the 
company as trustees, hold stock and securities in a capacity other than that 
of a bona fide owner. 

5. The average number of copies of each issue of this publication sold or 
distributed, through the mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during the 12 
months preceding the date shown above was: (This information is required 
from daily, weekly, semiweekly, and triweekly newspapers only.) 

A G. OGLE, Business Manager. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 22nd day of October, 1951. 

Seal.) CHARLES E. ALDEN, Notary Public, D.C. 

(My commission expires Aug. 18, 1952). 
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like Gifts of stars in a sea of night .. . 


Our very special wrappings in silver and gold and myriad jewel-tones 


add their very special pleasure to this festive season of giving. On our 


first floor and at Spring Valley, 35c to 3.50. 


AN 


IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL 


(Of course, you may still have your Garfinckel gift wrapped in our 


regular gift wrapping at no additional charge. ) 
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